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SEPTEMBER, 2023 
 

September 3rd —                                                      September 10th —                          
St. Mark’s:   9:00am Worship                                         St. James:   9:00am Worship    
 St. James: 10:30am Worship                                        St. Mark’s: 10:30am Worship    
                                                                                           

September 17th —                September 24th - 
 St. Mark’s:   9:00am Worship                                         St. James:   9:00am Worship    
 St. James: 10:30am Worship                                             Sunday School at Both 
 Sunday School Resumes at                                                  Churches, 9-10am 
    Both Churches, 9-10am                                             St. Mark’s: 10:30am Worship            

  
  

 Sunday bulletins & links to prayer requests are posted under the  ‘Messages’ link on 
our church website:   https://www.stmstjucc.org/ 

Worship Services are recorded weekly and uploaded to our church  
YouTube channel:   St. Mark’s & St. James UCC  

    
     

 

 

On September 10th the Mission team and I will 
be sharing with you our mission trip to Cleveland 
OH. We'll do this for both churches that morning. 
We will begin with a video of the week and             
finish by having our team share some thoughts 
and experiences with you. I hope everyone can 
make it that morning!   

~Pastor Patrick 

 



 

 



 

 

"As the sands of the hourglass, so are 
the days of our lives"  I have been             
trying to recall why this summer has 
flown by so quickly. Some tell me it's 
part of getting older. The older you            
get the faster time goes. And this may 
be so.  But I think, for me, it is because 
this summer has been chock full of           
activities.  

I have heard it said (and it must be 
ironically, sarcastically, or humorously) 
that in the summer, churches slow down. That has never been my experience.               
This summer alone, there was our Northeast District Conference in April (a bit 
early for summer!) and our Annual Conference in June. One held at Daycholla 
and the other at the Green Lake Conference center. Then mission trip planning 
and the trip itself mid-July. Followed by planning for Vacation Bible School in mid
-August, which unfortunately did not take place. And preparation for new 
church members being welcomed at St. Mark's on August 27th. Sprinkle in Youth 
Volleyball games, youth events, visitations, funerals, baptisms and/or weddings... 
plus the same amount of energy, time, research and study for Sunday services 
as is committed for the rest of the year and voila, the summer hasn't really 
slowed down for our church. 

The reason this comes to mind is church ~ our time with God and one another, 
our ministry and mission, our need for worship as the body of Christ ~ doesn't 
have a slow period during the year. It's a year round endeavor. Our need to 
stay connected remains as strong in July or August as it does in November,              
December, March or April.  

Stemming from my thoughts and prayers about this I'm wondering a few things:  

 

 

  Continued on the next page….. 



 

 

1) We have set up some activities at both churches, e.g. a new             
basketball hoop and foosball table at St. Mark's. Ping pong tables at 
both St. James and St. Mark's. With these, and others planned, our kids 
can be active before or after church services, during youth group 
meetings, or during summer days when kids are off from school. Will 
this help encourage more kids to be part of our youth group? 

The other day I was working in my office and I heard a basketball             
bouncing and then knocking against the backboard. This is just             
outside my office window. After a while I went outside to see who was 
playing. It was a neighbor man and his 11 year old boy. They use our 
parking lot for bike riding and now, basketball. I introduced myself and 
welcomed them. Next step - stop by and ask if their 11 year old would 
be a part of our Sunday School class this year.  

2) Sunday morning church services seem difficult to attend during the   
summer. What if we had a briefer type service Wednesday or Friday or  
Saturday evening? Not to replace, but in addition to Sunday morning. 
Singing some of our favorite hymns and learning a few new ones. 
Spending time in prayer. A brief homily.... Would that be helpful in 
keeping us connected and active during those summer months?  

3) I really want to hear your thoughts. What do you think?  

 

I desire so strongly for our children, our youth, our young adults and older 
generations to find their fulfillment through the ministries, missions, worship 
services of St. James and St. Mark's. I pray for our churches, the people and 
our communities. Perhaps you can join me in prayer. I pray that the Holy 
Spirit will come, dwell among us, around us, and within us. May we fulfill 
God's plan for our churches in the time we have.  

 

In Christ's love, 

Pastor Patrick 



 

 
ST. MARK’S CONSISTORY MEETING 

The St. Mark’s consistory members did not meet in August. We will be meeting in               
September. Look for updates in next month’s newsletter. As always, please don’t hesitate 
to contact us with any concerns or questions. Thank you!!  

ST. JAMES CONSISTORY  
Monday, August 7, 2023 6:30 pm 

  
The meeting was called to order by President Jackie Mueller. Members present were 

Jason Riesterer – Vice-President, Sheila Hemb – Treasurer, Jamey Binversie,          
Wendy Meyer, Scott Henschel, and Pastor Patrick Schultz.    

Absent: Tammy Serketich 
Prayer led by Pastor 
Motion to approve the Secretary’s Report made by Jamey and seconded by Jason. 

    Motion carried.  
 

Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report made by Scott and seconded by Wendy. 
    Motion carried. 
 

Pastor’s Report: 
Mission/Vision Committee – Did not meet 
Date for Rev Henning to speak about Leadership Forward?  Proposed August 20.            

Pastor to check if he’s available. 
Vacation bible school – Schedule has been set.   
 
Building and Grounds: Check salt for water softener.  Jamey confirmed it was good.  It 

was in bypass so it was changed back to operation. 
Sunday School Floors – Jamey purchased the flooring and Cole Binversie will install 

when he’s available. 
A new hose and holder has been purchased and installed. Thanks Jackie.    
 
Committee Reports:  
Vision of Hope: Meets August 28 
Stewardship Committee: Did not meet 

    Christian Board of Education: Did not meet 
Service Committee:  Did not meet 
Audio Visual:  Still needs to be investigated. 

Social Committee – Bunco was held 7/20 with 23 attendees. Polka Potluck 
scheduled 8/26.    Jason will confirm the date and time with Carl Laack.   

Cornhole - Sunday afternoon 10/1 at 2:00 pm men only.  Ladies would like to 
meet again for Bunco – date pending.  Other thoughts- Sheepshead tournament for 
men and women 

 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE…….. 



 

 

ST. JAMES CONSISTORY, con’t 
Old Business: 
Safe Sanctuary helper – nothing new 
Outdoor Service – good attendance; next year provide blanket for childrens msg.  Only 

half of attendees stayed for Pot Luck.  Suggestion to have something other than hot 
dogs.  Look at tents for church.  Jason to get estimates. 

New Business: High School Youth Group would like to stay overnight at St. James, Fri 
8/18-need consistory approval. If approved, please notify Brenda.  Provide some rules 
around camp fires.  Motion was made by Jamey and second by Scott. 

Mission Fest- Speaker from Project Angel Hugs has committed to speaking.  Need to dis-
cuss meal and pricing, posters, advertisements etc.  Wendy to get prices, confirm 
supplies, create a sign up sheet for pies and make a poster. 

Some speaker suggestions to look into for future Mission Fests:  All things possible mis-
sion by Victor Marks or Sound of Freedom. 

Check Communion supplies – Communion Sunday August 13  (Jackie) 
Only 1 student for Confirmation.  Pastor reaching out for combined ministries.   
Pastor would like an agenda item to be added for all future meetings as a reminder for 

Pastor visits for anyone in need.   
Congregation concerns:  none 
 
Next meeting date:  September 11 @ 6:30 pm 
 
Motion to adjourn made by Jamey and seconded by Jason. Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Wendy Meyer, Acting Secretary 



 

 

St.Mark’s/St. James Congregation, 

We are beyond thankful for your contribution toward the 2023 Cleveland, OH 
Mission Trip. The amount of support we were given during our brat frys, Kwik Trip 
car wash cards, Seroogy candy bars, bake sale and extra monetary donations 
was an incredible blessing.  Every time we did something new, both congrega-
tions showed up with open arms to support.  Without support from people like 
you, funding trips like these are difficult. 

The group this year was split into two mission teams. One team consisted of              
Anna Marie, Olivia, Owen, Sierra, Tara, Brooklyn, Michelle, Colton, Stacy and   
Hillary. This group assisted Ms. Mittie, who was passionate about creating                
opportunities for her community through Brookdale Orchards.  Her goal for the 
orchard is to boost neighborhood morale, create a safe place for community 
members to come to, and create economic opportunity through employment 
openings. While helping Ms. Mittie and other community members, we did a 
variety of tasks like: pulling weeds, laying stone pathways, building a brick wall 
for the entrance, clearing dead trees, putting up wire fencing and painting             
Underground Railroad quilt patterns on picket fences. 

The second team consisted of Brenda, Rebecca, Brianna, Patrick, Grace,             
Raymond and Kari. This team was also blended with another mission group 
where they worked alongside the homeowner to clean and create an outdoor 
space for her & her dog.  After many long hours of prepping, we removed a 
couple trucks full of dirt, branches, bricks and weeds. In another area of her 
space, we also prepped and formed two areas for concrete slabs to be 
poured.  

It is reassuring to know that God was moving within us all week and we can't 
wait to experience more of His goodness.  

Thank you again for supporting our team. 

If you are interested in attending next year with us, please contact Anna Marie 
Bramstedt @ jaab93000@tds.net or 920.698.7656 so we can keep you informed 
as the planning process begins. 



 

 

MISSION TRIP, 2023                  

Cleveland, Ohio! 



 

 

 

  RURAL CHURCH FELLOWSHIP 
CROP WALK 

The RCF CROP Walk is October 8th  
in Howards Grove.  

Mark your calendars and plan to             
attend by signing up at your church.   

There is NO Packer Game that             
Sunday, so bring your family & ask a 
friend to join you for a fun afternoon! 
Remember, that the CROP Walk is 
neighbors walking together to fight 
hunger.    

Doris Sprenger,                                               
St. James Crop Walk Organizer  

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS TO ST. MARK’S 
CHURCH FAMILY ON AUGUST 27TH! 

Dave & Ann 
Adams 

Dianne 
Kaczmarski 



 

 

Welcome to another exciting year of Sunday 
School.  Our first day of Class will be Sunday, 
September 17, 2023.  We will be sending out a 
google form for registration this year.  If your 
email has changed from last year, or you want 
to use a different email, please let us know by 
sending an email to: 
 stjamessundayschool53063@gmail.com          
 before the first day of class.  If you know of  
anyone interested in having their child(ren)        
attend Sunday School at St. James, please 
have them send an email or let us know and 
we can reach out to them.  
 
Watch your email for the welcome letter, 
google calendar, and a list of events.  We will 
be selling Seroogy Candy Bars this year, as 
our fundraiser.  We are hoping to have the  
candy bars on the first day of class. If there is 
anyone in the congregation that would like to 
help us, by selling candy bars, please see us in 
church. We would greatly appreciate your 
help!   
 
We are also looking for help with substituting 
for our teachers.  If interested please reach out 
to one of the board members.   

 
Christine Gumm 
St. James Board of Christian Education 

Sunday school will begin September 17 
at St. Mark's!  We encourage everyone to 
bring a friend. We will be using the Bible 
in Life curriculum this year.  Thank you, 
parents, for making your child's Christian 
education your priority! 

Our mission focus this fall will be                
Operation Christmas child: We will begin 
collecting school supply items for this in 
September, such as: glue sticks,                  
children's scissors, pencils, pens,                 
markers, small notebooks, crayons, and 
watercolor sets. A bin will be placed in 
the entryway for this. In October we will 
collect clothing items and toiletries. 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Michelle Scharl, Tara VanDoske, or 
Brenda Schultz.  Thank you! 



 

 

It’s been a super busy August, as these              
photos attest to! 

HS Youth….we invite & welcome new members to our 
group. You can see how much fun we have, plus almost 
every meeting includes a meal! 

Watch the bulletin & your emails for future meeting                 
announcements. HS Youth, if you’re interested in receiving 
an email about the meetings, send a message to                   
Mrs. Schultz at:  schultzbrenda@gmail.com   

Our outing with the horses was at Reins, Inc., an equine therapy business, offering equine 
therapy to a range of children and adults with special needs.  

St. James/St. Mark’s are the tournament Volleyball Champs, 2023!  
Thank you for coaching, Bill Heckmann and Caroline Heckmann for assisting  



 

              MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 
United Church Men and Women’s Banquet 
6:30, Thursday, October 19 
At St. James UCC 
 
St. Mark’s and St. James are hosting this year’s banquet of the 
United Church Men and Women. We would love to have several 
of our members in attendance as we recognize people pursuing 
a career in ministry.  

See Lori Roelse or Scott Henschel for tickets.  

        SEPTEMBER GIVING TO OUR UCC MISSIONS 
September 10th is Building Fund Sunday - as always, we 
continue to have general building expenses that are paid 
throughout the year. Your support is appreciated and 
needed. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sheila Hemb, St James Treasurer                                                       

Our sympathy is extended to the families of 

Kristina Kallenberg Johnson upon her entering 

Eternal Life on August 24, 2023 following a 

hard fought battle with gastric cancer.         

Kristina attended Sunday School and was             

confirmed at St. Mark’s UCC.  

 Kristina is the daughter of Kim Kallenberg & 

Shirley Guenther, sister of Kyle Kallenberg. 



 

 

 
Sheboygan County Interfaith Organization 

Bulletin Bites 
SEPTEMBER, 2023 

Þ The Bridgeway Transitional Living Program continues to grow and serve single women with 
      dependent children. We have four families living at Bridgeway and two families at Trisha’s    
      House - 16 people working through past traumas, celebrating small victories, and learning    
      about the balance between grace and accountability. Like many of your families, we are               
      looking forward to the start of another school year that brings more routine and predictability       
      to our Bridgeway families. 
 
Þ The Farmers Market runs through the end of October! Shop at Fountain Park for your locally 

grown, seasonal produce and so much more! FoodShare and Double Your Bucks transactions 
can be handled at the information tent and every Wednesday we collect Donations of fresh 
produce for the Sheboygan County Food Bank. 

Þ We would like to focus on the Bridgeway Beyond pantry again and would appreciate any help 
with jarred sauces (such as spaghetti or alfredo), frozen vegetables and 13-gallon garbage 
bags. We are continually grateful to our community partners for helping us to help others! 

Þ “All You Need is Love” - here’s your chance to support the SCIO programs and enjoy a 
Sweetest Day celebration in your home! We have partnered with Parker Johns, Bettersweet 
Bakery, The Flower Cart, and Vintage Elkhart Lake so you can customize your order. We are 
also pre-selling raffle tickets for some great items. Pickups are planned for Friday, October 
20th from First Congregational Church UCC in Sheboygan. Visit the SCIO website or              
Facebook page for more information and ordering.  

St. James UCC  
Mission Fest! 

Sunday October 15, 2023, 10:00 am 
 
Guest speaker:  Jessica Jensema,  
                            Executive Director  
                             Project Angel Hugs 

Carry-Out Ham Dinner to Follow  
the Church Service 



 

 
 ST. JAMES  

USHERS 
SEPTEMBER 

 *Jeff & Wendy Meyer 
Marissa Fitzgerald 
Jonathan Meyer 

Brian & Wendy Henschel 
Amanda Henschel 
Morgan Henschel 

Kris Zolltheis 
Scott Zolltheis 

 
 

OCTOBER 
*Keith & Michelle Mauk 

Bradley Mauk 
Katelyn Sibley 

Julianne Luebke 
Doug Luebke 

William Luebke 
Jared Luebke 

Kelly Luebke/Handrow 
Galen & Deb LaDuke  

 

  ST. MARK’S 
  GREETERS 

SEPTEMBER 
 Cindy Call 
Dave Call 

 
OCTOBER 

Anna Marie Bramstedt  
Jason Bramstedt 
Sandy Perronne  

 
READERS  

Sept.  3 — Sandy Perronne 
Sept. 10— Scott Siekman 
Sept. 17—  Lori Roelse 
Sept. 24 —  Jacob Grunwald 

   
 

HOSPITALITY 
Sept. 3 — Sandy Perronne 

Sept. 10 —  available 
Sept. 17 — Margene Reyer 

Sept. 24 —   available 
  

 **If you’re interested in hosting one            
of the ‘available’ Sundays, please  

contact the office. 
  

CHURCH   ATTENDANCE 

 St. James   St. Mark’s        
    80   7/23 Joint Outdoor Service    * 
    36                    July 30               40 
    18                    Aug.   6               33 
    38                   Aug.  13               56 
    33                    Aug. 20              40 
     35                   Aug. 27               57 

 

                                             

 

VISION OF HOPE-ST. JAMES 
"Application for Funding" forms are available in 
the narthex, from VISION OF HOPE Committee 
members, or under "More" on our church web-
site. We welcome specific  requests as well as 
your suggestions for using our semiannual gifts 
from the Wagner Foundation. 

STUDENTS! Use this form for tuition help 
(currently $1,000) each year. 



 

 

ST JAMES                  
SEPTEMBER 

CELEBRATIONS 
BIRTHDAYS 

  1 Alyssa Grotegut 
 Clarence Belitz 
 Brett Spindler 
  2 Elreta Quast 
  6 Jamey Binversie 
 Cindy Sohn 
  9 Colton Marcoe 
         Parker Sprenger 
10 Cole Binversie 
 Tammy Serketich 
11 Mike Spindler 
12 Dawson Luckow 

Douglas Luebke 
Randy Sohn 

17 Katie Sohn 
20 Rachael Krause 
 Sherry Jump 
22 Ruby Jump 
 Austin Riesterer 
24 Michelle Luckow 
 Jon Luckow 
 Geraldine Scheffler 
26 Daniel Sohn 
27   Sandra Kracht-Jones 
 

 ANNIVERSARIES  
  3  Tom & Nancy Nye 
  5  Al & Judy Wippermann 
  6  Tim & Noel Wippermann 
  8  Dale & Christine Krause 
15  Amy & Karl  
        Christianson 
16  Tom & Cora Kleinhans 
18  Brian & Wendy  
         Henschel 
28  Jon & Diane Luckow 

Pastor Patrick has designated 
Tuesdays & Fridays as his day 
of Sabbath and his day out of the 
office During those two days 
each week, you may contact 
him in case of an emergency 
only at 608-352-9544.  
 

ST MARK’S                    
SEPTEMBER 

CELEBRATIONS 
BIRTHDAYS 

   5 Thad Athorp  
   6 David Call 
   9 Richard Sixel, Jr. 
 11  Barbara Pragalz 
 12  Dianne Kaczmarski 

Mason Scharl 
 15 Alexa Rae Dexter 
 19 Chase Heling 
 20 Ryan Athorp 

Alyssa Hess 
 Abbey Sheldon 
 22 Betty Kellner 
 Payton Scharl 
 24 Claire Clemens  
 26 Richard Binversie 
 27 Eion Heling 
 30 Olivia Bramstedt 

  ANNIVERSARIES 
  7 Wayne & Ann Grunwald 
 10 Scott & Tammy Dexter 
 21 Richard & Alyssa Hess 
 26 Steve & Jenny Schnelle 
 28 Charlie & Joanie Mohr 
 Jay & Dawn Schnelle 
 Dave & Jan Strysick 
 30 Jason & Anna Marie  
            Bramstedt 

If you or a family member are 
in need of pastoral care, please 

contact Pastor Patrick at  
920-693-2858 or leave a   
message on the church’s   
answering machine at:   

920-693-8361. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confidentiality laws make it 
difficult for pastors to obtain 
information about anyone in 
the hospital.  If you or a loved 

one will be in the hospital, 
please call the church office 

920-693-8361 or contact Pastor 
Patrick at  920-693-2858. 

Please report any corrections or additions 
on the birthday and anniversary lists to 
Karen in the church office  

Stewardship Team 

Message:  



 

 

 Our 2nd Bunco night was held July 20th.  We had a great turn out  
and a lot of fun.  Come join us at our next Bunco night September 21st! 

Photographer: Charlie Kolb  



 

 


